ADVANCING ORGANIZATION IN AMERICA
however, the Constitution contained no declaration of
rights, but was simply a working system of government
which was constituted out of institutions and laws
already operating and familiar. In the one or two
points in which the Constitution-makers endeavored to
devise something new and clever with which to avert
an apprehended danger, as for instance in the case of
the Electoral College, their wisdom has all been set at
naught. It is noticeable that this was a safeguard
against democracy. In another case, when they set
no limit, to the number of re-elections which a president
might obtain, the democratic temper of the country
has forced an unwritten law limiting the terms to two.
Here I should like to point out a confirmation of one
thing which I said at the outset, that the direction of
political movement in this country and in Europe has
been opposite. According to European usage, which
has become current here also, we should want to call
the Anti-federalists radicals, and we should call Hamil-
ton, Madison, and the other advocates of the new
Constitution conservatives. But if conservative means
clinging to the old and if radical means favoring change
and innovation, then the Anti-federalists were the
conservatives and the Federalists were radicals.
There are people amongst us who are thrown into a
flutter of indignation by the suggestion that there are
any classes in our American society, yet from time to
time we hear blame cast upon the educated and property
classes for not taking a due share in politics. The
existence of some class differentiation is then recognized.
Democracy is in general and by its principles jealous
of the interference of any who are distinguished from
the mass by anything whatever; as soon as anybody is
distinguished in any way he ceases to be one of the